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Aleohol use and problem drinking in late adolescence vary by socioedemographie
characterigtice. For example, the prevalence of alcochol use is higher for boys than for
girls, higher for White and Hispanic adolescents than for African-American adolescents,
and higher for those living in the north and north central United States than for those
living in the South and West. Some of these relationships change with ecarly adulthoed,
however. For example, although alecohol use in high school tends to be higher in areas
with lower population density (i.e., rural areas) than in more densely populated areas,
this relationship reverses during early adulthood (Johnstom et al.. 2006 a,b). Lower
economic status (i.e., lower educaticnal level of parents) is associated with more
alcohol use during the early high school years: by the end of high scheol. and during
the transition te adulthood, thisz relationship changes., and youth from higher sociceco-

nomic backgrounds consume greater amcunta of alecochol.
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